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the untreated panel meanwhile is covered in water squirts, algae and barnaclesWithout
Clearcoat antifouling

Fouling manages
to adhere to
imperfections
in the gel-coat

Gel-coat looks smooth
to the naked eye but
has microscopic
imperfections
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Glass-reinforced plastic

Water

Testing starts on a radical new way to keep your boat free of marine growth

●● Beards may be a fine facial 
acccessory for a gentleman but 
nobody likes a beard of algae and 
barnacles growing on their boat.
●● the war of the weed has been 

waged ever since man first jumped 
into a coracle but the oldest 
recorded use of antifouling coating 
dates back to when the British 
navy started nailing copper sheets 
to the wooden hulls of its men of 
War ships over 200 years ago. 
●● Copper or more commonly 

copper oxide is still the main active 
biocide used in most of today’s 
antifouling paints.
●● most of these work by 

suspending the copper oxide in  
a paint matrix which is slowly 
eroded by the passage of water 
past the boat, revealing a fresh 
layer of biocide-laden paint.
●● Both hard and soft antifoulings 

rely on this method but in simple 
terms the hard antifouling uses a 
more durable matrix which 
releases its biocide more slowly.
●● Hard antifouling tends to be 

used on faster motor and sailing 
boats because it creates less drag 
and won’t erode too quickly
●● Long life treatments such as 

Coppercoat use an even harder 
epoxy coating with fine copper 
granules suspended in it and are 
claimed to last for up to ten years.
●● true self-polishing antifoul 

paints very slowly disolve in  
water giving maximum protection 
even when the boat is left sitting in 
a marina for long periods.
●● In recent years a number of 

new electrical and ultrasonic 
systems have emerged with 
varying degrees of success.

new long-life antifouling 
gives barnacles the slip

a new form of long-life antifouling is 
under development by a British 
company, which is claimed to be so 
slippery that fouling can’t stick to it. 
Called Clearcoat, it uses a newly 
developed synthetic polymer blend to 
create a super-smooth surface that 
marine life can’t 
adhere to. It should 
be particularly 
effective on motor 
boats because the 
movement of water 
past the hull helps 
dislodge any slime 
which does build up 
over time.

the formula uses an 
advanced-polymer 
compound with a 
macromolecular 
corkscrew structure 
reinforced by a chemical-
bonding process. In 
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clearcoat is exceptionally 
hydrophobic causing water 

to bead off it preventing 
fouling from growing

clearcoat can be applied over existing 
antifouling but is harder to remove

It has a rubbery feel when dry but 
becomes very slippery when wet

Most conventional 
antifouling paint still uses a 
copper-based biocide

Clearcoat’s developer is savvy 
enough to realise that claims like 
these are easily made but much 
harder to deliver on, as countless 
‘miracle antifoulings’ have discovered 
to their cost over the years. 

marine testing Ltd is therefore 
offering a free sample of Clearcoat to 
100 selected readers of Motor Boat & 
Yachting in return for feedback on 
how it performs. MBY will also be 
taking part in the test and monitoring 
the results of the wider group so that 
we can publish a fair reflection of all 
your experiences. 

Participants will receive a free  
pot of Clearcoat sufficient to cover  
a 1m² section of your boat’s hull. the 
test will run for the remainder of this 
season and will form part of the 
company’s research before the 
product is released on the open 
market next year. MBY will also be 

publishing the findings in time for 
next season. If the results are as 
successful as expected, anyone 
taking part in the test will also be 
given the option to buy sufficient 
Clearcoat to cover the whole of their 
boat at a 33% discount.

how to take part In  
the clearcoat test
If you wish to join the trial and receive 
a free pot of Clearcoat send an email 
with your name, phone number, boat 
make and model, its overall length 
and its berth location to: 
info@marinetesting.com 

at a future date marine testing Ltd 
will also need a good quality digital 
photo of the boat showing the 
Clearcoat section just prior to 
launching and another immediately 
after it has been lifted showing the 
same test section with relevant dates 
for each image and any comments 
you wish to pass on. 

For more details on clearcoat  
or the trial itself contact:
web: www.marinetesting.com  
tel: +44 (0)1258 863499

terMs and condItIons
the test must be carried out at your own risk and expense and neither MBY nor 
Marine testing ltd accept any responsibility for it. clearcoat reserves the right to 
accept or reject all applications in order to get as wide a representation as possible 
around the Uk and europe. Your contact details will be collected by MBY and 
Marine testing ltd and used only for the purpose of monitoring the trial.

With Clearcoat antifouling
Algae and barnacles can’t
get any purchase on
super-smooth surface
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well as painted surfaces and GrP. 
Unlike many long-life antifouling 
treatments, you don’t need to strip off 
the old antifouling before applying it 
and just a single coat is needed. 

Provided the old antifouling 
is stable (i.e not flaking off) 
and has been cleaned and 
lightly abraded, the 
Clearcoat can be 

applied without the need for a barrier 
coat of primer. However, Clearcoat, due 
to its repelling nature can’t then be 
over-painted at a later date with 

anything other than itself. to 
repaint the hull with a 

different product, 

simple terms, when Clearcoat cures  
its elements pull tight to create a  
close-knit surface with exceptional 
hydrophobic properties that repels all 
forms of marine growth. this tight 
corkscrew bond strongly 

resists any other chemical structure 
trying to penetrate the coating. 

michael Broadbent of parent 
company marine testing Ltd says: “It’s 
as if the molecules in the coating are 

antisocial and do not wish to 
associate with other molecules like 
marine life and water”. 

as well as having a claimed 

lifespan of up to five years, Clearcoat 
has a number of other pontential 
advantages over conventional 
antifouling paints. 

the smooth surface has such a low 
drag coefficient, lower even than a bare 
gel-coat, that it should actually improve 
the performance and fuel efficiency of 
most boats. It is also said to be more 

environmentally friendly as it contains 
no biocides, no metals 
and no volatile organic 
compounds. and 
because it contains no 
copper, it is safe to use 
on steel, aluminium and 
other metal alloys as 

the Clearcoat would need to be 
physically removed by sanding.

MBY went to see a test boat that had 
recently been treated with Clearcoat  
to get a proper look at this new system. 
as the name suggests it is a clear, 
colourless compound with a glossy 
finish that brings out the colour of the 
gel-coat or paint beneath it – in this 
case black antifouling (see main 
picture). When dry it has a rubbery feel 
that becomes almost oily when wet. 
any water splashed on it instantly 
beads off. It certainly feels more 
slippery than a bare gel-coat hull.

Clearcoat also showed us one of their 
ongoing test panels. as you can see 
from the inset pictures (below left) one 
side of the test panel was untreated and 
sustained substantial growth. But the 
side treated with Clearcoat only had a 
very light layer of algae. at the time of 
our visit these samples had been in the 
water for seven months from 
september to april. 
contact www.marinetesting.com
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see for yourself how  
well it works

with clearcoat…
after seven months 

in the water the 

panel treated with 

clearcoat has just a 

light layer of slime 

that can easily be 

wiped off


